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Dear Minister O'Connor:

| write in response to your email last Wednesday evening, which | received after the
subject matter had been released to the news media. You proposed that Parliament
should sit through the constituency weeks scheduled from March 15 to 19 and from
April 12 to 16, 2010.

That request begs the question: Why does this issue exist? Why are we not sitting
right now, as scheduled?

As you know, while members of the government have been absent from Ottawa since
January 25th, the date Parliament was originally scheduled to resume in this New Year,
members of the Liberal Official Opposition have been fully available and ready to deal
with the nation's business. We remain so.

Unlike the government, the challenging issues confronting Canadians have not been
prorogued from December to March. Canadians are disappointed that their Parliament
has been prohibited from functioning through this period.

Liberal MPs and Senators, however, have been very busy at work on Parliament Hill.
Prime Minister Harper may have shut down Parliament, but we reported for work on
January 25", and have been working hard ever since. Indeed, in public meeting rooms
packed with interested Canadians, we have tackled the following concerns:

e January 25 — Jobs Roundtable including panels on Manufacturing, Natural
Resources and Youth Employment

e January 26 — Forum on Governance — Independence of Arms-length
Government Agencies






